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Our Organization:
SungateKids was formed in response to a 1989 survey of state, county and municipal agencies throughout the four counties of the 18th Judicial District – Arapahoe, Douglas, Lincoln and Elbert.  The survey found that children who suffer abuse are often re-victimized by the system itself.  A child abuse victim may be interviewed and re-interviewed by law enforcement, social services, doctors and attorneys.  Those surveyed expressed a desire to improve and coordinate the delivery of services so as to minimize the trauma to child victims and help them begin the process of recovery.  In 1991, a group of concerned citizens, agency representatives and community volunteers led by former District Attorney Robert R. Gallagher, Jr. formed Children’s Advocacy and Family Resources Inc. (CAFR) which is a Colorado not-for-profit organization.  In January 1996, CAFR’s main facility, SungateKids began operations.  Since that time, SungateKids has served over 13,000 child victims and their non-offending family members with forensic interviewing and ongoing family support coordination services.  We currently serve approximately 1,000 children annually.  SungateKids also provides extensive training to both its agency partners and the community at large on issues surrounding child abuse.  
SungateKids has been an accredited member of the National Children’s Alliance since 2006, and is a member of the Colorado Children’s Alliance.
Mission:  
The mission of SungateKids is to coordinate a comprehensive, multi-disciplinary community response designed to meet the needs of abused children and their families.  SungateKids uses nationally recognized forensic interviewers to help children safely – and at their own pace – reveal the truth about a crime.  Our approach gets to the truth in a professional manner that avoids re-traumatizing the child and helps the family begin the healing process.
Programs and Services:  
Investigative Interviews
· On-site Forensic Interviewers with extensive experience and expertise in interviewing child victims of abuse available to conduct interviews for agency personnel 

· Adolescent and child interview rooms equipped with state-of-the art audio and visual equipment
· Safe, homelike atmosphere to benefit young child victims and enhance multi-agency investigations
· Hands-on training workshops for agency personnel in interviewing techniques and in the use of audio-visual recording equipment
Case Management

· Family Support Coordinator automatically assigned to a child victim brought to SungateKids for investigative interview to provide assistance and support throughout investigative process, and during all subsequent civil and criminal proceedings

· Family Support Coordinator can provide referral information regarding counseling services, support groups, parenting classes, and other community services to child victims and their families

Training

· Multidisciplinary training sessions on issues related to child abuse investigations designed to enhance effectiveness of investigations and coordination of services
Adolescent Support Group
· On-site support group for girls ages 12-15 who have been sexually abused

· Concurrent group for parents/caregivers
Nearly five children die in America every day from abuse and neglect. 

In 2009, Children’s Advocacy Centers around the country served over 254,000 child victims of abuse, providing victim advocacy and support to these children and their families.
In 2009, SungateKids served over 1,000 children and their non-offending family members, conducting over 630 forensic interviews.  
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